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   So IÕd like to start out with a question.  And I am interested in your 
response.  If you would, please put your heads together with those around 
for a moment out in the pews and answer this one among yourselves:   
Slide:  ÒIs there any part of you that feels sorry for Satan?Ó  And add please 
the ÒWhy or why not?Ó  Take a couple minutes on this if you wouldÉ 

 

ProcessÉ 
ÒNo, neverÉ No, heÕs getting what he deserves.  Yes, sometimes he gets blamed for too much.  
Yes, he lost his chance to be with God in paradise.Ó  Etc. 
    Folks, by asking this question, I really am not trying to generate a Òcorrect response.Ó  When 
we get into the realms of ÒfeelingsÓ, I donÕt know that there is always a Òright or wrongÓ Ð 
thereÕs just how you feel.  But I did ask the question to get you to think about someone that we 
just tend to ignore as we walk through life.  And folks, no matter how you feel about him, to 
ignore him is a huge mistake. 
    When I sat down to write and think and pray about this message on Satan in the picture of the 
Triumphant Entry, it struck me that in a similar way to preaching about the Holy Spirit, and 
again this coming Sunday when we finally get to the center, to JesusÉ I really canÕt just talk 
about Satan without connecting him to almost all the others in the picture.  So thatÕs what weÕre 
going to do tonight. 
Slide: Triumphant Entry 
    In the first place, I need to remind you that maybe 50% of what IÕve been seeing and sharing 
in this picture is pure conjecture.  The artist, Tom DuBois didnÕt see it.  He didnÕt deliberately 
paint it into the picture.  He didnÕt even really believe in Jesus anymore at that point in his life 
when he began to drop these characters into the painting in a way as he said, Òthat just looked 
rightÓ for some reason.  At the same time, he was already an established name among collectors 
of Christian art.  With beautiful images that told the story of Noah and of the first Christmas. 
Slide: Noah and 1st Christmas pics 
Christian fans would visit him during his exhibitions and ask Him questions he couldnÕt answer.  
Speaking of questions, he began work on the painting just a few months after 9/11, when there 
were a lot of folks going back to church and searching for answers.  So he writes: ÒWhen work 
began on the painting, I also began to visit church again for the first time in 30 years.  I thought, 
what better way to reacquaint myself with the belief of people who collect my artwork than to 
return to church again.Ó  That whole journey is another story Ð a year and a half process leading 
him ultimately to step back and grasp the entire picture.  He says, ÒWhat I saw was absolutely 
striking!  I saw not just a picture of Jesus, but the blessed Jesus Christ of Nazareth triumphantly 
entering my life!Ó 
    TomÕs story is truly a remarkable, Holy Spirit story, that God could use this painting to create 
faith in his heart Ð and ultimately lead him also into our church body, the Lutheran Church Ð 
Missouri Synod.  After embracing Jesus Christ as Lord, Tom continued to be amazed at the 
Biblical connections to the figures in this painting that just seem to jump at you and tell their 
stories.  One of those of course is this figure that we study tonight, an image that I believe 



perfectly represents Satan and the way he is lurking in the world today as he certainly was also 
in the Triumphant Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
Slide: Triumphant entry, Satan circled.  Then bring in close-up. 
   The first connection I want to make is so close to the Satan figure that Òif it was a snake it 
would have bitten him.Ó  Pun intended.  It is a bas relief sculpture attached to the base of the 
statue of Caesar.  And the sculpture is of Adam and Eve.  Right next to it, on the other side of 
the base, is a morbid looking, hollow-eyed figure that could easily represent death.  ItÕs almost 
as if Satan is mocking us and saying, I took care of your first ancestors and put them on the road 
to death, and I can take care of you.  He is one of only two figures in this painting that I think 
are looking directly at you.  The other one is the figure that I think represents the Gospel, the 
good news that Jesus died for you and wants to be the Lord of your life.  What a contrast Ð as 
Satan only comes to steal, kill and destroy your lifeÉ 
(From here on, in PowerPoint, arrows and circles to connect Satan to other figures of interest) 
    Now, I donÕt believe that a statue of Caesar would have been in Jerusalem as it would have 
caused a riot in the streets.  The Jews rioted when Pilate merely had CaesarÕs image on 
standards carried in my Roman Soldiers.  Since Caesar had been deified in Rome and was 
considered to be a son of god, any statue of his would have been considered idolatry.  A side 
note, Tom doesnÕt think the statue would have been there either.  He says he painted it in at the 
time as a decorative element and Òmostly because well, statues are fun to paint!Ó 
    But look at how it fits into the painting!  How could Satan not be at the root of an idea like 
making a god out of your earthly ruler.  And of course, look at how Caesar, a Òson of the godsÓ 
fits here in perfect contrast to Jesus, the true Son of God.  The way of Roman pride is: Òlook at 
me!  Look at my power and prestige!Ó  The way of Christ is Òlet me serve you and save you.Ó   
    Now, as part of the flawed Roman system, Satan certainly was working on Pilate, Pilate who 
at least three times declared at JesusÕ trial, ÒI find no basis for a charge against Him.Ó  And yet 
Pilate allowed himself to be co-opted by his fear of losing his place as a Òfriend of CaesarÓ.  
Can you imagine?... giving up the possibility of being a friend of God in order to be a friend of 
Caesar?  What a stinky trade!  And yet, how many are making that same trade today, as for 
instance, they allow our government educational system to stifle their voices and the clear 
evidence that God is the creator of heaven and earth and exchange that truth of God for the lie 
of evolution.  Or the latest obscenity of our own government, a bill lurking in committee called 
the Freedom of Choice Act which could force hospitals who get any government funding Ð 
even Roman Catholic and Lutheran hospitals to perform abortions.  Should that bill become 
law, how many will sell out their Savior to retain that funding?  And why would our 
government ever force people to make a choice like that?! 
    Sticking with Rome, how can we not say that Satan was at work in the Roman soldiers.  IÕm 
sure he was laughing with glee as they scourged Jesus, as they mocked him, as he took it all.  
Did Satan understand what was happening?  Did he know that Jesus was only using him and the 
soldiers and the whole process to absorb the punishment of the sins of the world, your sins and 
mine?  Personally I donÕt think so.  ItÕs important that we understand that yes, Satan has power.  
Yes, heÕs after you.  Yes, it should creep you out that the devil in this picture is looking right at 
you.  At the same time, the devil is not God, nor does he have some kind of anti-god power.  He 
is a fallen angel, an invisible spirit, who IÕm sure can prowl the earth quickly, but he is not 
omnipresent.  HeÕs strong, but heÕs not omnipotent, and he knows a lot, but he is not 



omniscient.  I think itÕs quite possible that Satan really thought he was winning, that the 
precious Son of God could really be killed and stay dead now that he had (in SatanÕs eyes) 
foolishly taken on human flesh.  But even if he knew, I believe he still would have enjoyed 
causing Jesus suffering.  ThatÕs the way he is. 
   Moving on with these connections, certainly Satan was working on the Pharisees, Sadducees 
and Teachers of the Law, egging them on to plot against JesusÉ Church leaders, instead of 
trying to save lives and draw people to God, they were caught up in a deep desire to kill the Son 
of God!...all so they wouldnÕt lose Òtheir placeÓ, their power.  If that is not a Satanic thing, I 
donÕt know what is! 
   Are you seeing a pattern here folks?  We know Satan worked on Judas to get him to betray 
Jesus.  In fact, Luke and John tell us that he Òentered into JudasÓ.  He possessed him. 
   And of course Satan worked on Peter to get him to deny Jesus three times, and all of the 
disciples to run away from Jesus and to misunderstand his mission, to lead them to despair. 
    Satan worked on Lazarus, the close friend of Jesus, to bring him into death itself and to bring 
his sisters to despair and to lose their faith in Jesus. (as the Bible says, he comes to Òsteal and 
kill and destroyÓ).  Of course, we know who had the last laugh.  And I ask you, does this look 
like a man who would ever again be afraid of death? 
    Do I need to go on?  Satan worked to make some, who would otherwise become believers in 
Jesus, lukewarm about him.  He worked to make them more concerned about their clothes and 
their lifestyle than about their salvation.  He still does today. In fact, the Bible says that the 
devil Òcomes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved.Ó (Luke 8:12) 
    Again the devil is working to keep some so caught up in their shame and sin that they canÕt 
even lift up their heads to hope that Jesus will look upon them with forgiveness and grace.  The 
very name ÒSatanÓ means ÒaccuserÓ and he is hard at work trying to accuse all of us that our sin 
is too great to be forgiven, that we could never have a place at JesusÕ side. 
    Of course, Satan is always at work trying to bring down the Church, called ÒThe Bride of 
Christ.Ó  Someone has said, ÒEvery time you build a church, Satan builds his chapel right 
inside.Ó  You can see it every time he convinces someone to feel unappreciated, every time 
people start to quarrel and fight and get their noses out of joint and their feathers ruffled.  And 
of course, sometimes he rages with fury and convinces people to do far worse things within 
GodÕs house. 
    Do you see a pattern here folks?  Satan, who sees himself in the center of every picture and 
tries to tempt you to feel the same way, is trying to take everybody down with him.  He canÕt 
get at God Himself, so he is determined to get at those whom God loves, us.  We canÕt fail to 
mention as we look at this picture that at the time of course, the one Satan was most interested 
in taking down, was Jesus, as weÕve already mentioned.  After JesusÕ baptism, the Holy Spirit 
deliberately led Jesus out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  At that time, Satan 
tried to beat Jesus down through temptations of the flesh and temptations to earthly power and 
glory.  Folks, do you remember how Jesus resisted those temptations?  Not with his divine 
power and glory, but with the written word of God, the same power that is available to you and 
to me.  
ÒIt is written: ÔMan does not live on bread alone.ÕÓ 
ÒIt is written: ÔWorship the Lord your God and serve him only.ÕÓ 



ÒIt says: ÔDo not put the Lord your God to the test.ÕÓ 
Jesus gave us the strategy to resist the temptations of Satan.  And weÕd better use it.  That 
means of course, that we need to open the book and hide the word of God in our hearts.  
Memorize it so that it is available to you in your time of testing.  Come to GodÕs house often to 
hear the word of God and apply it to your life.  All those things youÕre choosing to do right 
now. 
    The text for tonight was at the end of the Temptation of Jesus in the wilderness.  The Bible 
says that ÒWhen the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.Ó 
(Luke 4:13 NIV) Well those times came often throughout his ministry and certainly again, in 
this scene as people misunderstood the purpose for his coming.  An opportune time came again 
in the Garden of Gethsemane as Jesus prayed in his humanity for another way to be found 
instead of the cross.  An Òopportune timeÓ came when Judas betrayed him, when the disciples 
left him, when he was scourged and spit on and hung on the cross.  But all those times, were in 
our LordÕs hands.  Satan may have thought he was winning, but he wasnÕt.  Jesus was winning 
the victory.  Jesus was bearing the punishment for your sins so that you could be free from them 
and from the power of Satan forever. 
    Well folks, as we began, I asked you that curious question:  ÒDo you feel sorry for Satan?Ó  
And I can understand if you said ÒYesÓ, because truly Satan is a pitiable figure.  He will never 
know joy.  He will forever be banished from paradise.  And we have within us, the compassion 
of Christ.  We like everybody to get a second chance.  But have you ever considered the 
possibility that the devil doesnÕt want a second chance?  At least not a second chance to do 
whatÕs rightÉ maybe a second chance to plot a better rebellionÉ  After all, Satan could stop 
doing evil and trying to drag you to hell any time he wanted, but he doesnÕt.  Jesus, who knows 
him better than anyone describes him perfectly.  ÒHe was a murderer from the beginning, not 
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, 
for he is a liar and the father of lies.Ó (John 8:44) 
    So, if you want to retain your compassion and feel sorry for Satan, I guess thatÕs o.k., but 
please never for a moment let down your guard and think that he deserves or desires your pity.  
He is your declared enemy, again as the Bible says, ÒYour enemy the devil, prowls around like 
a roaring lion, looking for someone to devourÓ (1 Peter 5:8). 
    As we come to a close, I want you to consider how the devil can come to you. 
Slide: Narnia Clip Ð ÒTurkish DelightÓ 
The White Witch in the Narnia movies is a perfect reflection of the way in which Satan works 
on you and on me.  The Bible talks about his deceit and trickery and masquerades, from all of 
which we must flee. 
    Folks, I want you to remember at least two things from this picture of Satan.  He is your 
declared enemy and heÕs out to get you, thatÕs why heÕs staring you down in this picture.  So, be 
on your guard and as the Bible says, Òresist him, standing firm in the faith.Ó (1 Peter 5:19) But I 
want you to also remember the clear word of God that says, Ògreater is He who is in you than he 
who is in the world.Ó (1John 4:4 NASB).  The Bible says that the Holy Spirit dwells in you 
through faith.  That is, God in you.  It is for us to remember that, in those moments of 
temptation and instead of acting on our own steam, tap in to the power of God and ask Him for 
the strength you need to resist the devil and all his works and ways.  He will answer that prayer.  
LetÕs go to Him now. 



    Lord Jesus, we thank you for your promise that you are greater than Satan.  We thank you for 
the victory you won for us through your death and resurrection.  Help us truly to claim that 
victory as our own and live in it.  For your nameÕs sake.  Amen. 
 


