
Revelation 3:14-20  3/15/09  (Triumphant Entry #6) WHO CARES? 
Rev. Joel F. Hoyer, Grace Lutheran Church, Coopersville, MI 

    Did you hear about the college students who wanted to form a new 
organization on their campus? They called it the "Apathy Club"? Their 
"Apathy Club" wasn't going to be like any other student group. Where most 
organizations have a purpose or goal -- or some common interest to unify 
and motivate them -- this club was advertised as "believing in nothing,   

pursuing nothing." They simply didn't care about anything, and they were going to 
demonstrate their apathy in an organized fashion! Just one problem...the self-appointed officers 
of the Apathy Club advertised the first meeting -- and not a single person showed up, even the 
leaders -- because anybody who might have been interested in the idea didn't care enough to 
attend. 
     Frank Layden, the former coach of the Utah Jazz in the seventies, had problems with a 
basketball player, and so he summoned the talented but troubled man to his office. Looking the 
player in the eye, the coach finally asked, "Son, I canÕt understand what it is with you.  Is it 
ignorance or apathy?"  The player responded, "Coach, I donÕt know and I donÕt care!" 
    Ignorance and apathy.  Folks, thereÕs nothing that rots the chemistry of any team like apathy.  
Players who arenÕt motivated, who donÕt care about the success or failure of the team are like a 
cancer that eats away at the purpose of the group.  And in our text today, Jesus warns us that 
kind of thing can happen to a church just as easily as it can to any group.  And He has 
absolutely no tolerance for that in the Church of which He is the head. 
    In the text, he just tells it like it is to the Church in Laodicea.  He said:  
Slide: ÒI know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were either one or the 
other!  So, because you are lukewarm Ð neither hot nor cold Ð I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth.Ó (Revelation 3:15-16) 
    Folks, thatÕs pretty serious stuff.  ThatÕs Òpay attention!Ó kind of stuff.  You know, itÕs sad 
but true that after taking almost three years off of coffee, I at first went back to social drinking 
and then fell off the wagon completely and have been a regular coffee drinker now again for a 
number of years.  And one of my disgusting habits is that at any given time I may have two or 
three different Grace Lutheran coffee mugs, sitting on my desk or shelves, each containing 
coffee.  Of course, only one of those is fresh.  The other could be from the day before, or if itÕs 
hidden well, it could beÉ letÕs just say somewhat longer.  And every once in a while, when IÕm 
deep in sermonizing, trying to put together a profound thought for you, my hand will reach out 
for the inspiration of the coffee cup and it will grab the wrong one.  Folks, that just has to be 
one of the most disgusting experiences in all of life.  To be expecting a nice, warm, comforting 
drink and instead get lukewarm, who knows how old and stale dregs.   And when that happens, 
I do ÒspewÓ it back out of my mouth. 
    Well, thatÕs the kind of thing God is talking about in this text.  In fact, a more literal 
translation would be to ÒvomitÓ out of his mouth.  In other words, lukewarm Churches and 
lukewarm Christians make Jesus sick to His stomach.  And folks, I donÕt know about you, but I 
do not want to make my Lord and Savior sick.  And I certainly donÕt want to be spit out of His 
Church.  So I think weÕd better pay attention to this Word of God.  And as we do, I want to zero 
in on the painting weÕve been reviewing in this Lenten season to a group that I believe perfectly 
represents this church in the text:   



Slide: Triumphant entry   
Slide: Highlight ÒWho CaresÓ girls with flowers and fruit, then ÒWho CaresÓ pic 
These three girls above and to our left of Jesus. 
     Folks, up to this time in history, was there ever a more important event for the city of 
Jerusalem than this Triumphant Entry of Jesus, the ÒSon of DavidÓ?  The Bible says that the 
whole town was going nuts.  Everyone was shouting ÒHosanna, Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!Ó  They were laying their cloaks and palm branches (a symbol of royalty) 
before Him as He went.  And everyone in this painting is responding in some way to the 
coming of Jesus, the central figure Ð except for those three.  TheyÕre not even bothering to look 
at Jesus.  Here He is, the ÒAmenÓ according to the text, GodÕs last word on the subject of 
salvation, the Ruler of all creation, and theyÕre looking at flowers and one is just sort of staring 
off into space.  There is absolutely no excuse to be in this picture, to have the Lord of the 
universe in front of you and not have your eyes glued to Him. 
    But thatÕs these girls.  TheyÕre lukewarm.  They are between the cold Pharisees, who wanted 
Jesus to quiet everybody down, and the Òon fireÓ healed leper, who could not stop speaking 
about what Jesus had done for him.  And folks, the Word that comes to you from your Lord 
Jesus today is that you donÕt want to be in their position.  You donÕt want to live your life in 
apathy.  In the first place, itÕs boring.  Not only are apathetic people bored, but theyÕre boring.  
TheyÕve lost the passion for life that made them interested or interesting.  How could you be 
part of this incredible event and sit there ÒHo-humÉ who cares?Ó  But IÕm sure that there were 
at least some in that crowd who had that attitude.  ItÕs sort of the opposite of the picture as a 
whole, because one thing about this painting is that it is definitely not ÒHo-hum.Ó  It is full of 
the passion of the artist, Tom Dubois, that developed as He drew and grew closer and closer to 
the center.  
    Permit me to share some of his story.  After six months of searching through the churches of 
Christendom and researching and placing his characters for this painting, Tom says that he was 
led to Òbegin his journey to theÉ Source.Ó  He writes: ÒÉthe question I needed answered was Ð 
what does the Biblical text really say and what does the picture God is really painting here look 
like?  And for the duration of time it required to complete the painting, which happened to be 
another six very long months Ð I painted, and listened and I fervently readÉI studiedÉ And 
when I finally rose to the surfaceÉ , I was schooled enough to know it was time to step back 
and do what artists are taught to do in Art School.  Step away from your canvas and grasp the 
entire picture.Ó 
    ÒWhat I saw was absolutely striking!  I saw not just a picture of Jesus, but the blessed Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth triumphantly entering my life!... After twelve months of work only now did I 
realize this absolutely was NOT a rendering of my intentions that Ôjust looked right!Õ  I rose 
from the guilt and shame 
Slide: (highlight ÒashamedÓ) 
I faced in GodÕs Law to the comfort and joy  
Slide: (highlight fruit vendor under tent)  
of the Gospel in the good fruit of Christ who tabernacled over me.Ó 
    Folks, does that sound like someone who is bored?  Or like someone who is waking up?  
How about this?:Éhe writes: ÒNow I know with every divinely formulated DNA code of 



information in my entire human being that I have been called to unveil the pictureÉ Jesus 
Christ lives!  Yesterday Ð today Ð and forever!Ó 
    Is it any wonder that Tom is kind of happy to see us using this painting the way we are in this 
series?  He wants his work to be used for Christ Ð just as all of us should want to use our gifts 
for Christ. 
    Folks, in that sense apathy is sin, because it turns all your energy inward.  It leads you to care 
for nothing and no one but yourself.  It can lead you to lose sight of the big picture Ð even if the 
big picture is right in front of your face.  That certainly was true of the church in Laodicea, 
which in so many ways looked very much like these ladies.  If you look at them later in the big 
picture, youÕll notice that they are the most colorful figures in the painting.  In those days, color 
meant wealth.  Dyes were expensive and not to be used for common garments.  So these ladies 
are wealthy, theyÕre pretty, theyÕve got beautiful flowers, theyÕve got the whole package on the 
outside, but on the inside theyÕre empty.   
    ThatÕs how it was with the Laodiceans.  The background of the city helps us understand 
JesusÕ words a little bit better.  Jesus wishes they were either cold or hot.   
Slide: Asia Minor map 
It was an interesting play-on-words, considering the fact that Laodicea was sort of sandwiched 
between Hierapolis on the north, which was famous for the healing waters of its hot springs, 
and Colossae in the south, which was known for itÕs cold mineral springs.  Meanwhile Laodicea 
had to use an aqueduct to pipe water into the city and by the time it got to Laodicea from the 
source, it was typically lukewarm, like them. 
    Again the city was known to be extremely wealthy, even rebuilding the city themselves after 
an earthquake destroyed it in 60 A.D. rather than receive financial assistance from Rome.  So in 
verse 18 of the text, Jesus hits them with three things in which they took great pride.  Their 
wealth, their clothing, and a famous eye salve produced by its medical school.  The woolen 
cloth was either brightly dyed or very dark made from the wool of black sheep.  So combine 
that with how Jesus tries to get their attention in v. 18. 
    ÒI counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become richÉ Ó  You 
think youÕre rich?  YouÕre not rich, not in the things that really matter.  Faith is the gold refined 
by fire, according to the bible (1 Peter 1:7).  Only by faith will you get to walk on streets paved 
with gold.  Do you like your fancy clothes?  Sorry, you need Òwhite clothes to wear.Ó  And you 
can only have your clothes made white enough in the blood of the Lamb of God, in My blood 
shed for youÉ Jesus is saying only the forgiveness I won for you on the cross can truly cover 
your shameful nakedness.  As God clothed Adam and Eve with the skins of animals, making the 
first blood sacrifice, so Jesus is the last and the real sacrifice that makes us truly clean and 
whole.  Come to me, Jesus says, for the Òsalve to put on your eyes, so you can see.Ó  Open your 
eyes!  See the BIG PICTURE.  See your king come to you. 
    Folks, if you know much about Martin Luther or the Reformation then you should know that 
Martin Luther could be accused of many things, but ÒapatheticÓ was not one of them.  
Nevertheless, it took him many agonizing months to open his eyes to see past the churchÕs 
picture of a condemning God of judgment to the BibleÕs picture of a God of love who 
condemned our sin in His own Son on the cross so that we could be forgiven and made 
righteous.  He was helped on that journey by his Father confessor, John Staupitz.  I thought it 



might help to see a clip of one of those encounters from the movie ÒLutherÓ.  The scene is set as 
Luther is having one of his fights with the devilÉ 
Slide: Luther film ÒI am YoursÓ clip 
    Folks, truly as we wrestle for the truth and fight with the devil, the world and our own sinful 
flesh, and as we fail and fall, we can only ever have hope when we Òturn our eyes to ChristÓ, 
when we realize the ÒsavingÓ is up to Him, and He has promised not to let anyone Òsnatch us 
out of His hand.Ó 
    Now folks, certainly this letter from John would have been circulated to the churches named 
in this book of Revelation, but just as certainly these words of Christ were also meant to be 
circulated in every Church in every age.  And that means to us.  So yes, absolutely, use this 
passage and use this picture to examine what is lukewarm about your faith: 
Is your giving lukewarm?  Then stop blowing smoke and get serious about the one you claim as 
your Lord. 
Is your welcome to visitors lukewarm?   I have to be honest with you, it was last Wednesday 
when a pastor friend of mine and his wife came in before worship and stood in the narthex 
alone, with all of the life of our church swirling around them.  And they looked for a greeting Ð 
and got none.  And I want to say to any visitor here, if thatÕs happened to you, I am so sorry.  
And I want to say to every member here, that should never happen in this church – ever 
again.  The logo of this church with one hand reaching out to touch another is there for a 
reason.  We cannot be lukewarm about extending the hand of friendship, the hand of Christ in 
this place. 
Is your Bible reading lukewarm?  Folks, I love this painting 
Slide: Triumpant Entry  
and I love many of the beautiful works of art that bring out the pictures in GodÕs Word, but 
unless you open the book and read it, this picture and others arenÕt really going to come alive 
for you. 
Is your thought life lukewarm?  What are you feeding it, again by what you read, what you 
listen to, what you watch? 
    Folks, we could be here a long time couldnÕt we, if we were to continue listing our lukewarm 
ways?  And if we were honest with ourselves, weÕd start to look more and more like these bored 
ladies in the painting Ð only not as pretty.  But I hope that we would realize that we are indeed 
as Jesus says, Òwretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.Ó  And again, Jesus provides the answer.  
What a wonderful thing it is for guilty sinners to hear these words in v. 19: ÒThose I love I 
rebuke and discipline.Ó  If Jesus was giving up on us, He wouldnÕt bother to try to wake up 
lukewarm Christians.  HeÕd just let us sleep.   
Slide: Pew potatoes Ôtoon 
HeÕd let us stay as pew potatoes, somehow thinking that making it into the building from time 
to time is all that counts.  But He loves us, so when we need a word of rebuke, he gives it to us.  
And he says to us all today: ÒBe earnest, and repent!Ó  Be real. Folks, thatÕs one of the reasons 
we have a season of Lent in the Church yearÉ to check on our ÒearnestnessÓ and to repent so 
that we donÕt just stand there like these girls in the painting.   
Slide: ÒWho CaresÓ girls 
We join the procession.  We listen to his voice.  We open the door when He knocks and we 
receive our king. 



Lord Jesus, we thank you again for this rebuke, for the challenge to catch on fire for You.  Lord, 
we do repent of our lukewarm ways, for being conformed to the ways of the world rather than 
being transformed by You.  Forgive us, O faithful and true witness.  We do hear you knocking.  
Help us by the power of the Holy Spirit, to open the doors of our hearts and gain sweet 
fellowship with You forever.  Amen. 
 
 


