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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN: #198 ñOpen Thou, Thy Gates of Beautyò 
 
INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF ENTRANCE 
P: Lord Jesus, we want to see Your face today. 

C: We want to see You gentle and humble in spirit. 
 
P: We want to see Your great power and might 

C: tempered in Your great love and mercy. 
 
P: As we look on these pictures of Your passion, Lord, 

C: help us to know You better. 
 
P: Help us to see You as You really are: 

C: as the One who ñcame not to be served but to serve and to give 

Your life as a ransom for many.ò 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
P: Almighty God, our Father, we come before You in honesty today, 

confessing our sins in thought, word and deed. 

C: We have looked upon Your Son, Jesus, but have not really seen 

Him. 
 
P: At times weôve looked at Him as the Pharisees looked: 

C: worried that we would have to give up our own power and 

prestige if we acknowledged Him to be our Lord. 
 
P: At times weôve seen Him through the eyes of Pilate: 

C: skeptical and cynical and refusing to believe that Jesus is the 

Way, the Truth and the Life. 
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P: Sometimes weôve been part of the worshipping crowd, part of the 

congregation: 

C: but weôve let ourselves get distracted and bored because 

worshipping You is a time when ñitôs not about me.ò 
 
P: Forgive us O Lord.  Help us to truly see Jesus with the eyes of 

faith. 

C: Forgive us O Lord.  For we do repent and turn our hearts to 

You. 
 
P: Friends in Christ, I do invite you today to see your Savior for Who 

He really is: Jesus is the Friend of sinners; Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd; Jesus is the Living bread which came down from 
heaven.  If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever.  Jesus is 
the Water of life; Jesus is the Light of the world; Jesus is the One 
who came to seek and save the lost; Jesus is the One Who said, 
ñHe who believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live!ò  
Receive now the forgiveness of your Savior, Jesus.  As your 
repentance and faith in Him is true, so are all His promises to you.  
Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen!  We rejoice with the ranks of the sinful woman, the 

healed beggar, Lazarus and all the faithful who have gone 

before us. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: #201 ñWhat Wondrous Loveò 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Lord of the Church, You speak of us in amazing terms, as though 

we poor sinners were Your precious bride, as the fellowship of 
saints; as radiant, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but 
holy and blameless.  As we look around and look inside, it make us 
wonder, until we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith.  Lord be our strength and stay and help us to make 
ourselves ready to receive You when You come again in glory, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE READING OF THE WORD Genesis 22:1-18 
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, ñAbraham!ò  

 ñHere I am,ò he replied.  

2   Then God said, ñTake your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, 

and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains I will tell you about.ò  

3   Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He 

took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut 

enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told 

him about.  4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in 

the distance.  5 He said to his servants, ñStay here with the donkey while I 

and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back 

to you.ò  

6   Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 

Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 

went on together,  7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 

ñFather?ò  

 ñYes, my son?ò Abraham replied.  

 ñThe fire and wood are here,ò Isaac said, ñbut where is the lamb for the 

burnt offering?ò  

8   Abraham answered, ñGod himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering, my son.ò And the two of them went on together.  

9   When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built 

an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and 

laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  10 Then he reached out his 

hand and took the knife to slay his son.  11 But the angel of the LORD 

called out to him from heaven, ñAbraham! Abraham!ò  

 ñHere I am,ò he replied.  

12   ñDo not lay a hand on the boy,ò he said. ñDo not do anything to him. 

Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me 

your son, your only son.ò  

13   Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 

horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering 

instead of his son.  14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will 

Provide. And to this day it is said, ñOn the mountain of the LORD it will 

be provided.ò  

15   The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second 

time 16 and said, ñI swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because 

you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I 

will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars 

in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 

possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all 

nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.ò (NIV) 
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Galatians 3: 26-4:7 
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,  27 for all of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abrahamôs seed, and heirs according to the promise.  
4:1   What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no 
different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  2 He is 
subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  3 So 
also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic 
principles of the world.  4 But when the time had fully come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, born under law,  5 to redeem those under 
law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  6 Because you are 
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, ñAbba, Father.ò  7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; 
and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. (NIV) 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;  and  was crucified  
also for us  under  Pontius  Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And 
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN: #289 ñThe Churchôs One Foundationò 
 
SERMON: ñThe Bride of Christò (Revelation 19:6-9) 
Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of 
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: ñHallelujah! 
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  7 Let us rejoice and be glad and 
give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride 
has made herself ready.  8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her 
to wear.ò (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)  
9   Then the angel said to me, ñWrite: óBlessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!ôò And he added, ñThese 
are the true words of God.ò  (NIV) 
 
TITHES AND GIFTS OF SACRIFICE 

Please pass the friendship pads down each row and sign with the information 
requested.  Visitors please do us the honor of including your address in the 
friendship pad as it comes your way. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 

A note to our guests and visitors:  The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace 
in the belief that here God offers His very Body and Blood in the bread and 
wine for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith.  We 
welcome to the Lord's table those who embrace this understanding of the 
nature of the sacrament, truly repent of all sins, and seek to forgive and love 
as Christ forgives and loves us.  We understand that such participation is a 
statement of fellowship and agreement with our church body and its teachings.  
If you are unsure of the Biblical teaching of the Lordôs Supper or of our 
church teachings, please speak with the Pastor before communing at this time. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation for You have 

had mercy on us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and 
all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, 
You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in 
Him. 

 We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
Body and Blood. 

C: Amen. 
 
HYMN: #468 ñFeed Your Childrenò 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: #462 ñCome, Share the Lordò 
  #242 ñI Come, O Saviorò 
  #517 ñI Will Sing of My Redeemerò 
 
POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste 
of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Sonôs body and 
blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 
pilgrimage that, on the Day of His coming, we may, together with 
all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: #398 ñGod of Grace and God of Gloryò 
 

Silent Prayer 
Take a personal moment before departing to ask the Lordôs help in the living 

out of His Word that youôve heard this day. 
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We live by faith and not by sight.   
By faith we see and we are brought into the light, 
Where Jesus shines on us  And where He in-vites us: 
Come take the bread; come, drink the cup; come, share the Lord. 
 
Our faith will grow and we will be 
Embraced by God Himself who wants us to be free. 
Therefore He came to earth to bring us a new birth: 
Come take the bread; come, drink the cup; come, share the Lord. 
 
When God asks us to answer now, 
He wants us to forget ourselves and Him allow, 
To come and dwell inside, His Spirit will abide: 
Come take the bread; come, drink the cup; come, share the Lord. 
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