
 

   

 

 

 

 

  

   

   
 

Pictures of the Passion 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Coopersville, MI  



2 

 

3
rd

 Sunday in Lent 

 

Who Cares? 
Triumphant Entry - 6 

March 15, 2009 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN: #119 ñOpen My Eyesò 
 
INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF ENTRANCE 
P: Lord Jesus, we want to see Your face today. 

C: We want to see You gentle and humble in spirit. 
 
P: We want to see Your great power and might 

C: tempered in Your great love and mercy. 
 
P: As we look on these pictures of Your passion, Lord, 

C: help us to know You better. 
 
P: Help us to see You as You really are: 

C: as the One who ñcame not to be served but to serve and to give 

Your life as a ransom for many.ò 
 
ADULT CHOIR (10:30 only) Above All 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
P: Almighty God, our Father, we come before You in honesty today, 

confessing our sins in thought, word and deed. 

C: We have looked upon Your Son, Jesus, but have not really seen 

Him. 
 
P: At times weôve looked at Him as the Pharisees looked: 

C: worried that we would have to give up our own power and 

prestige if we acknowledged Him to be our Lord. 
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P: At times weôve seen Him through the eyes of Pilate: 

C: skeptical and cynical and refusing to believe that Jesus is the 

Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 
P: Sometimes weôve been part of the worshipping crowd, part of the 

congregation: 

C: but weôve let ourselves get distracted and bored because 

worshipping You is a time when ñitôs not about me.ò 
 
P: Forgive us O Lord.  Help us to truly see Jesus with the eyes of 

faith. 

C: Forgive us O Lord.  For we do repent and turn our hearts to 

You. 
 
P: Friends in Christ, I do invite you today to see your Savior for Who 

He really is: Jesus is the Friend of sinners; Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd; Jesus is the Living bread which came down from 
heaven.  If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever.  Jesus is 
the Water of life; Jesus is the Light of the world; Jesus is the One 
who came to seek and save the lost; Jesus is the One Who said, 
ñHe who believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live!ò  
Receive now the forgiveness of your Savior, Jesus.  As your 
repentance and faith in Him is true, so are all His promises to you.  
Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen!  We rejoice with the ranks of the sinful woman, the 

healed beggar, Lazarus and all the faithful who have gone 

before us. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: #654 ñChange My Heartò 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Lord Jesus, Your Word today is going to challenge ñlukewarmò 
Christians to get serious about our faith.  If Iôm honest with myself, 
I have to admit, thatôs me in so many ways.  Lord, I give thanks to 
you and embrace the forgiveness You won for me on the cross, but 
then give me the power of the Holy Spirit to stop being a pew-
potato and start being Your true disciple with a zeal to disciple 
others, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE READING OF THE WORD 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  19 For it is written: ñI 

will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I 

will frustrate.ò  

20   Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the 

philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world?  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 

did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 

preached to save those who believe.  22 Jews demand miraculous signs 

and Greeks look for wisdom,  23 but we preach Christ crucified: a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,  24 but to those 

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God.  25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

manôs wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than manôs strength.  

26   Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 

you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 

were of noble birth.  27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to 

shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 

strong.  28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 

thingsðand the things that are notðto nullify the things that are,  29 so 

that no one may boast before him.  30 It is because of him that you are in 

Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from Godðthat is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption.  31 Therefore, as it is written: 

ñLet him who boasts boast in the Lord.ò (NIV) 

  John 2:13-20 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem.  14 In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and 

doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.  15 So he made a 

whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and 

cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables.  16 To those who sold doves he said, ñGet these out of here! How 

dare you turn my Fatherôs house into a market!ò  

17   His disciples remembered that it is written: ñZeal for your house will 

consume me.ò  

18   Then the Jews demanded of him, ñWhat miraculous sign can you 

show us to prove your authority to do all this?ò  

19   Jesus answered them, ñDestroy this temple, and I will raise it again in 

three days.ò  

20   The Jews replied, ñIt has taken forty-six years to build this temple, 

and you are going to raise it in three days?ò  21 But the temple he had 

spoken of was his body.  22 After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and 

the words that Jesus had spoken.  (NIV) 
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THE NICENE CREED 
    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;  and  was crucified  
also for us  under  Pontius  Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And 
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
  
SERMON HYMN: #346 ñJesus, And Shall It Ever Beò 
 
SERMON: ñWho Cares?ò (Revelation 3:14-20) 
ñTo the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  
 These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the 
ruler of Godôs creation.  15 I know your deeds, that you are neither 
cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!  16 So, because 
you are lukewarmðneither hot nor coldðI am about to spit you out 
of my mouth.  17 You say, óI am rich; I have acquired wealth and do 
not need a thing.ô But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, 
poor, blind and naked.  18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined 
in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you 
can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so 
you can see.  
19   Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and 
repent.  20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he 
with me. (NIV)  
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TITHES AND GIFTS OF SACRIFICE 

Please pass the friendship pads down each row and sign with the information 
requested.  Visitors please do us the honor of including your address in the 
friendship pad as it comes your way. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 

A note to our guests and visitors:  The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace 
in the belief that here God offers His very Body and Blood in the bread and 
wine for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith.  We 
welcome to the Lord's table those who embrace this understanding of the 
nature of the sacrament, truly repent of all sins, and seek to forgive and love 
as Christ forgives and loves us.  We understand that such participation is a 
statement of fellowship and agreement with our church body and its teachings.  
If you are unsure of the Biblical teaching of the Lordôs Supper or of our 
church teachings, please speak with the Pastor before communing at this time. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation for You have 

had mercy on us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and 
all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, 
You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in 
Him. 

 We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
Body and Blood. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: #454 ñFamily Prayer Songò 
  #353 ñDear Christianséò 
  #359 ñJust As I Amò 
 
POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste 
of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Sonôs body and 
blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 
pilgrimage that, on the Day of His coming, we may, together with 
all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: ñAll I Once Held Dearò 
 

Silent Prayer 
Take a personal moment before departing to ask the Lordôs help in the living 

out of His Word that youôve heard this day. 
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Additional verses: Joel F. Hoyer 

 

2.  Help me be prepared to face the danger. 

  When my hope is challenged let me answer:  As for me... 
 

3.  You were sacrificed for my forgiveness. 

 Rose again that this can be my witness: As for me... 
 

4.  You prepare a place for me in glory. 

 Heaven is my home and this my story: As for meé 
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