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You may purchase this painting and other Tom duBois art 

online at: www.triuneart.org  

  & www.framedprints.cph.org

http://www.triuneart.org/
http://www.framedprints.cph.org/
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About the Painting 
 

    Much of what weôre sharing about this beautiful 

painting in these pages is pure conjecture.  The artist, 

Tom DuBois didnôt see it.  He didnôt deliberately paint it 

into the picture.  He didnôt even really believe in Jesus at 

that point in his life when he began to drop these 

characters into the painting in a way as he said, ñthat just 

looked rightò for some reason.  At the same time, he was 

already an established name among collectors of 

Christian art.  With beautiful images for instance, of 

Noah and of the first Christmas.  Christian fans would 

visit him during his exhibitions and ask Him questions he 

couldnôt answer.  Tom began work on this painting just a 

few months after 9/11, when there were a lot of folks 

going back to church and searching for answers.  So he 

writes: ñWhen work began on the painting, I also began 

to visit church again for the first time in 30 years.  I 

thought, what better way to reacquaint myself with the 

belief of people who collect my artwork than to return to 

church again.ò  That journey is an amazing story ï a 

year and a half process of research and painting and 

discovery that led him ultimately to step back and grasp 

the entire picture.  He says, ñWhat I saw was absolutely 

striking!  I saw not just a picture of Jesus, but the blessed 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth triumphantly entering my life!ò 

   May that same miracle be yours as you embrace this 

amazing work of art! 
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Ashamed 

 

    Of all the pictures within this 

glorious painting of the Triumphant 

Entry of Jesus, it would be easy to 

miss this one.  But sheôs there in the 

front left, a woman hiding her face in 

shame.  In the middle of that great 

celebration, with everyone shouting 

the praises of Jesus, ñBlessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hosanna to the Son of David!ò, she 

canôt even lift her head. Her head, by 

the way, is uncovered, which was 

itself, shameful for any woman ï to 

be seen in public without her head covered.  Perhaps you can 

identify with this woman, ashamed to face the Lord Jesus, 

ashamed of what youôve done, or who youôve become.   In 

some ways of course, all of us have a part of this woman in 

us. 

    What is it for which you are ashamed?  What are those 

things that you donôt want the rest of us to know?  That junk 

in your life for which, if you were to put yourself into this 

scene and you saw Jesus Christ, the One who died and rose 

again for you, instead of lifting your face and your voice to 

shout ñHosanna!ò you might instead, bow your head in shame 

and say with King David,  ñHave Mercy on me, O Godé For 

I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.ò 

(Psalm 51) 

    Please understand, thatôs exactly why Jesus came.  To have 

mercy on you, to lift up your head from your shame to His 

forgiveness.   
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The Bride 

 

    Here we have a much more 

prominent figure in the painting.  

Sheôs right up front. The 

beautiful girl with the flowers.  

Her head is up, sheôs smiling, 

sheôs radiant, sheôs carrying a 

beautiful bouquet.  She could 

easily represent the Bride of 

Christ, mentioned Revelation 

19:7 ñThe wedding of the lamb 

has come and His bride has 

made herself ready.ò 

When John the Baptist was asked about Jesus he said: ñThe 

bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the 

bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when 

he hears the bridegroomôs voice. That joy is mine, and it is 

now complete.ò (John 3:29 NIV)  Because he had seen the 

bridegroom, the Lord Jesus.  So in biblical terms, the Bride of 

Christ is the church, you and I who believe in Him.  Not just 

the church that we see around us today, but the Church with a 

capital ñCò that has stretched through time and into eternity.  

    What relationship could be closer than that of a bride to a 

bridegroom?  What amazing grace, that Jesus Christ, the Lord 

of the universe, could somehow look at people like us and 

love us and want to be intimately connected to us for eternity.  

Such is the love of our God and such is the beauty of the 

Church ï as God sees it.   
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Law and Gospel 

 

    They could be just 

two young girls joining 

the procession, but 

there are some 

interesting things about 

them that remind us of 

the doctrines of Law 

and Gospel.   

     Sure, itôs kind of 

subtle and weôre 

forcing these girls into 

the concept, but the 

Law would represent the one on the left, wouldnôt it?  Sheôs 

keeping her flowers to herself.  Sheôs impersonal and distant, 

just like the Law.  The Law doesnôt care about you.  The Law 

is about requirements, about perfection, about keeping Godôs 

commands perfectly, which sinners like us are just never 

going to be able to do. 

    But then turn your eyes to the other little girl in the 

painting.  And speaking of eyes, look at hers.  She is one of 

only two subjects in this whole painting who is looking 

directly at you.  In fact, when you get close up, her eyes just 

seem to grab yours and say: ñWell, what are you waiting for?  

Join the procession!  Celebrate the Son of David.  Donôt just 

stand outside looking in.   Climb into the picture and receive 

your King!ò Sheôs got a sweet smile, sheôs gladly sharing the 

flowers from her basket so that we can experience the 

fragrance of forgiveness and new life. 

    The Law and Gospel both go before Jesus in this 

procession, as the Word of God must always precede faith in 

Jesus.  The Apostle Paul said ñfaith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of Christ.ò (Romans 10:17).  The Law 

prepares a crushed heart to receive the saving Gospel ï which 

is to receive Jesus. 
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Healed Leper 

 

Heôs almost invisible, just kind 

of tucked into the shadow of 

Jesus.  Could this be the healed 

leper of Matthew 8:1-3?  He 

asked Jesus to make him clean 

and Jesus did. His posture 

certainly reflects someone who 

had been touched   

by Jesus.  Heôs on his knees, 

humble and receiving.  Now 

folks in Jesusô day were not much different in that respect 

from us.  We donôt go down on our knees for just anything.  It 

takes something big.  In this case, some One big.  We kneel to 

worship, to pray, to repent, to receive from Christ.  Heôs 

doing all of that.  And this man is the only one in the picture 

with His hands folded.  Again we fold our hands to worship.  

Others in the picture may be joining in the Palm Sunday 

event, but theyôre not necessarily worshipping Jesus.  For 

them Heôs a novelty, a curiosity.  But when Jesus touches 

you, thatôs real ï and life-changing.   

    Then finally, a very interesting detailéAnd I donôt know if 

Tom meant for this to happen with this character or not, but 

on this day when everyone is supposed to be shouting 

ñHosanna!ò  heôs the only one in the picture with his mouth 

open in praise. 

    Letôs make this very simple.  If you donôt see yourself in 

this manôs position, you most certainly should.  Because Jesus 

came into this world to do the very same thing for you, to 

touch you and make you clean.   Is there really any more 

appropriate response than to join this man on our knees in 

worship and praise and awe at the love of God that would 

reach out to touch someone like us?  
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Simon 

 

    There were two famous 

processions of Jesus through the 

streets of Jerusalem during Holy 

Week, one with shouts of 

ñHosanna!ò, and one with shouts 

of ñCrucify!ò Perhaps this man, 

standing just to the left of Jesus in 

the painting, was in both crowds.  

Could this be the famous Simon 

of Cyrene?  Cyrene is by modern-

day Tripoli in Libya, on the 

northern cost of Africa.   

    The picture shows him in full 

enjoyment of this event.  It could 

have been at the strange sight of this ñSon of David,ò this 

Kingly fi gure, coming into town so humbly, on a lowly 

donkeyé  Or it might have been in full support of this 

welcome, thinking that finally the long-awaited Messiah had 

come to His people. 

   In any case, Simon was about to get a very rude awakening 

and an up-close and personal view of what Jesus came to do.  

The Bible says that ñA certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the 

father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in 

from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.ò 

(Mark 15:21 NIV) 

   Words cannot describe the horrific nature of such an 

experience.  Since the Bible mentions Simonôs sons, the 

implication is that those sons became well known in the 

Christian Church.  Simon obviously told them often of both 

processions. 

    I hope as you look at Simon and think about his story, you 

will consider the fact that we donôt know the moments we 

may be chosen to bear the cross - when the challenge may 

come our way to stand up for Jesus and for the Gospel.   Let 

us pray that when that moment comes, weôll be ready. 
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ñWho Cares?ò 

 

   Everyone in this painting is 

responding in some way to the 

coming of Jesus, the central 

figure ï except for these three. 

Theyôre looking at their 

flowers and their fancy 

clothes, and one is just sort of 

staring off into space.  Itôs just 

beyond belief!...to have the 

Lord of the universe in front of you and not have your eyes 

glued to Him. 

    But thatôs these girls.  Theyôre lukewarm.  They are 

between the cold Pharisees, who wanted Jesus to quiet 

everybody down, and the ñon fireò healed leper, who could 

not stop speaking about what Jesus had done for him.  Jesus 

had some hard words for the lukewarm: ñI know your deeds, 

that you are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were either one 

or the other!  So, because you are lukewarm ï neither hot nor 

cold ï I am about to spit you out of my mouth.ò (Revelation 

3:15-16) Jesus is telling you in the strongest language that you 

donôt want to live your life in apathy.  Not only are apathetic 

people bored, but theyôre boring.  Theyôve lost the passion 

for life that made them interested or interesting.  How could 

you be part of this incredible event and sit there with a ñHo-

humé who cares?ò attitude?! And yet, how different are 

many of us?  We still live in one of the most Christian 

cultures of all time.  We have Christian books and magazines 

and music, we have vast Christian resources available to us 

with the click of a mouse, and yet, how often donôt we walk 

right by all of it, plop down in our lazyboys, and reach over 

our Bibles to pick up the remote.   

    Itôs time to look up, Christian friends, and take our eyes off 

of our stuff so that we can welcome our King! 
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Soldier 

 

    This Roman Soldier in the 

painting is almost invisible.  He 

stands just to the left and slightly 

behind Jesus. Actually there are 

three Roman soldiers altogether.  

They tend to blend into the 

background, but of course their 

presence in this picture represents 

the reality of that day. The Jewish 

people could have their fun and 

welcome this ñSon of Davidò into 

the city, but the Roman government 

was watching very carefully.  And if and when it saw fit to 

act, it would act decisively and then everyone would know 

who was really in charge.   

    The Roman soldiers were charged with keeping the peace 

and regulating the people in this occupied territory of Judea.  

Soldiers in these environments are trained to observe and look 

beyond the surface to see things that many people would not.  

So, as you look at this soldier, who is himself so observant 

and alert, what is he seeing as he stands there so close to the 

action, so close to Jesus? 

    We know that for at least one soldier, his view of Jesus 

would change his life forever.  He would watch as Jesus was 

nailed to the cross, as Jesus said ñFather forgive theméò, as 

the sun stopped shining and the day became as dark as night.   

We know that he saw Jesus give up His spirit with a great cry.  

He saw the light come back on and the earth shake and rocks 

split.  That centurion saw and observed it all.  And as others 

lost their faith and their courage, and ran away from Christ, 

the centurion journeyed the other way, to saving faith, and to 

the great testimony: ñSurely this man was the Son of God!ò 

(Mark 15:39) 
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The Disciples 

 

    The Bible says that as they 

were approaching Jerusalem 

ñthe whole crowd of disciples 

began joyfully to praise God 

in loud voices for all the 

miracles they had seen.ò 

(Luke 19:37) And they were 

shouting ñBlessed is the king 

who comes in the name of the 

Lord.ò (Luke 19:38)  

    I think the painting 

accurately shows them 

laughing and enjoying the occasion.  They seemed to have 

conquered their fears about what might happen in Jerusalem.  

The use of the word ñkingò here is huge.  Under the Roman 

government, you just did not talk about a king other than 

Caesar ï if you didnôt want to end up on a cross.  But it seems 

that they figured this was it: Jesus was finally going to set up 

his kingdom, the kind of kingdom they had hoped for all 

along ï the earthly one where they would get their fame and 

fortune. 

    As disciples of Christ ourselves, itôs important that we 

understand that those disciples had something very important 

in common with us and with every person in this picture 

except the one in the middle.  They were flawed human 

beings in desperate need of that One who came to save them, 

not from any political system, but from their sins. 
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The Pharisees 

 

   These figures from the 

Triumphant Entry painting 

are among the most 

important of all for ñchurch 

peopleò to consider.  These 

Pharisees were the ñholy 

shmoesò of Jesusô day.  The 

painting does a good job of   

placing them where they 

thought they were ï above 

the masses.  They looked down their long religious noses on 

Jesus and everybody in that crowd. 

    In fact, they even dared to cry out to Jesus in this scene, 

ñTeacher, rebuke your disciples!ò  (Tell them to be quiet.)  

Jesus simply responded, ñI tell youéif they keep quiet, the 

stones will cry out.ò 

   ñChurch peopleò, take note: we cannot afford to ever 

become like these guys, so self-righteous that we become 

blinded to our need for Jesus as our Savior. ñReligion,ò as far 

as it is the keeper of the collected doctrines of the Bible, is 

necessary ï to know what it is you believe about God and to 

distinguish truth from error.  But ñreligionò is never the end.  

Itôs a means to the end of having a true relationship with Jesus 

Christ.   The One in the center of this picture, in the center of 

the universe, must be at the center of our lives.  When your 

ñreligiosityò blinds you to Christ, then you are truly blind 

indeed. 
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The Holy Spirit 

 

    On this tall painting, the dove is so 

far above everything that it almost 

seems out of the picture.  Nothing 

could be further from the truth.  The 

bible says that at Jesusô baptism, the 

Holy Spirit descended on Him in 

bodily form like a dove.  But the Holy 

Spirit wasnôt just present at Jesusô 

baptism, as though He went down to earth for a quick look 

and then safely hid Himself back in the heavens.  The Holy 

Spirit was present through it all.  The artist, Tom Dubois 

captures that idea beautifully with this dove at the very 

pinnacle of the painting.  The Holy Spirit saw the whole 

picture of Jesus life, death and resurrection.  Perhaps better to 

say that He ñoversawò it all.   

    After the angelôs appearance to Mary, the Bible says 

ñéshe was found to be with child through the Holy 

Spiritéò (Matthew 1:18) 

    John the Baptist proclaimed about Jesus, that ñHe will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.ò (Matthew 

3:11) 

   Again, after Jesusô baptism, He was ñéled by the Spirit in 

the desert, where for forty days He was tempted by the devil.ò  

(Luke 4:1-2) 

    Shortly before His death, Jesus told the disciples, ñthe 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 

said to you.ò (John 14:25-26) 

    The world talks about Jesus as though He was just a 

misguided martyr caught up in events He could not control. 

The truth is exactly the opposite.  God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, knew exactly what was happening.  Jesus wasnôt 

caught up in anything.  He knew exactly what He was doing, 

and overseeing it all, was God the Holy Spirit.   
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Satan 

 

   The Bible says that 

Satan ñprowls around 

like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to 

devour.ò (1Peter 5:8)  It 

should not surprise us 

then, to see ñthe evil 

oneò in this picture, 

working to spoil this 

moment of triumph. 

    Although Jesus Himself is obviously the focus of this 

painting, this Satan figure is found above Jesus, close to the 

center, at the base of the statue of Caesar.  Certainly Satan 

sees himself in the center of every picture and tries to tempt 

you to feel the same way. 

   Behind Satan is a bas-relief sculpture of Adam and Eve.  

Right next to it, on the other side of the base, is a morbid 

looking, hollow-eyed figure that could easily represent death.  

Itôs almost as if Satan is mocking us and saying, I took care of 

your first ancestors and put them on the road to death, and I 

can take care of you.  He is one of only two figures in this 

painting that are looking directly at you.  The other one is the 

girl sharing her flowers, that represents the Gospel, the good 

news that Jesus died for you and wants to be the Lord of your 

life.  What a contrast ï as Satan only comes to steal, kill and 

destroy your lifeé 

    Please remember at least two things from this picture of 

Satan.  He is your declared enemy and heôs out to get you, 

thatôs why heôs staring you down in this picture.  But also 

remember the clear word of God that says, ñgreater is He 

who is in you than he who is in the world.ò (1John 4:4).  

Then, in those moments of temptation, instead of acting on 

our own steam, ask the Holy Spirit, who is in you, for the 

strength you need to resist the devil and all his works and 

ways.  He will answer that prayer. 
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Jesus 

 

    Have you ever been in 

a big crowd like this, or a 

big celebration, maybe a 

parade, where thereôs a 

lot to take in and youôre 

not sure exactly where to 

look or focus your 

attention?  Well, Jesus 

didnôt have that problem.  

He knew exactly why He had come to Jerusalem and why He 

had come to earth ï to seek and to save the lost.  So it could 

not be more appropriate to paint Him into this picture 

reaching out to touch and to heal a blind beggar. 

    For Jesus and this man, the rest of the crowd and scenery 

all melt away and there is only this moment.  There is only the 

touch of Christ to one who does not deserve it, but needs it 

desperately.  There is only the Grace and forgiveness and 

compassion that Jesus came to bring.  What a contrast from 

the Caesar statue with itôs hand lifted up to earthly glory, or 

the pageant queen with that pageant waveé  The hand of the 

ruler of the universe is reaching out to touch you.  Thatôs what 

this day is about.  That same hand would willingly be 

stretched out on the cross to receive the nails that you 

deserved because of your sin. Such is the love of Your Savior 

and your Lord for you. 

    This painting was originally titled ñHosannaò by Tomôs 

publishers. Later, some started calling it, ñBlessed is Heò to 

make it more Christ-centered, but for Tom it is the 

ñTriumphant Entryò because once it was finished, he truly 

saw Christ triumphantly entering into his life.  May that also 

be true for you. 
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Lamb of God 

 

    The lamb in the painting is the 

very picture of innocence.  Itôs 

cuddly and cute and makes our 

hearts melt.  So, what if I were to 

take a lamb like this and bring it 

into the church, put it up on the 

altar, take a big knife and offer it up 

as a sacrifice during your worship?  

    Would that not be one of the 

most horrific things you have ever 

seen?  You wouldnôt stand for it. 

We just donôt do that kind of thing today.  Itôs barbaric!  But 

for the crowd in this picture, including this little girl, it was 

just a way of life.  In fact, itôs very possible that she was 

bringing this lamb to the temple to offer it as a sacrifice.  The 

list of ceremonial laws requiring a lamb for sacrifice was 

long. 

   And yet, the little girl with the lamb looks hopefully to 

Jesus, not understanding really whatôs going on, but hoping, 

as all Israel was hoping, that there was a better way, a way not 

to just be reminded of our sins and our shortcomings by 

bringing endless sacrifices into the temple, but a way to have 

a real sacrifice that would really take our sins away.  And 

Jesus was and is that sacrifice.  He is, as John said, ñThe 

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world.ò 

    Consider this quote from Martin Luther.  He said, ñSin has 

but two places where it may be; either it may be with you, so 

that it lies upon your neck, or upon Christ, the Lamb of God.  

If now it lies upon your neck, you are lost; if, however, it lies 

upon Christ, you are free and will be saved.  Take now 

whichever you prefer.ò 
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Pontius Pilate 

 

    Many characters were 

involved in the Passion of our 

Lord and many of them are 

represented in this picture, but 

Pilate was above it all and 

above them all ï or so he 

thought.  How would you like 

to have your name repeated and 

something you did be 

remembered by around a billion people all over the world 

every Sunday?  Thatôd be pretty cool, wouldnôt it?  Well, 

maybeé until you were told that it was said of you that Jesus 

Christ, the Lord of the universe, the Savior of the world, 

suffered and died under you ï by your authority ï under 

your watch.  

    Itôs likely that if Pilate had had any choice in the matter, 

those words of the creed, ñhe suffered under Pontius 

Pilate,ò would be the absolute last words he would choose to 

be remembered by.  But circumstances often intrude on our 

self-image and force us to be who we are.  And if we have not 

already decided beforehand who that is, a side of ourselves 

comes out that we would rather not have seen by the rest of 

the world. 

   But donôt run away from Pilate.  Donôt sneer at him.  Donôt 

blame him.  Donôt pretend that youôre better than him.  

Because you are Pilate.  The fact is that youôve sold Jesus out 

for far less than your career or your life.  Youôve sold Him out 

for a momentôs sinful pleasure.  Youôve sold Him out when 

you had the opportunity to speak of His love and didnôt just 

because you didnôt want to face a socially awkward moment.  

Youôve sold Him out every time you chose the sinful path 

instead of His path. 

    So stop pretending.  Knowing who you are and what 

youôve done or failed to do, embrace also Whose you are and 

what Heôs done.  Claim with joy the great truth that His blood 

of forgiveness is on us and on our children.   
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Lazarus 
 

    When His friend Lazarus died, Jesus said to Mary, ñI am 

the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me shall 

live, even though 

he dies.ò (John 

11:25)  What better 

exclamation point 

on those words of 

Jesus could there 

have been than the raising of Lazarus from the dead?   The 

words would have been true regardless, but the reality of the 

words was shown with power and truth at this resurrection.   

    If we imagine this guy to be Lazarus, look at his position.  

Whatôs he doing?  Heôs giving us the ñVò for Victory sign, 

isnôt he?  He almost seems to be springing right out of the 

Body of Jesus.  Itôs just a beautiful picture of someone who 

gets it, who knows that Jesus is the resurrection and the life 

and wants to shout out that great truth through every pore of 

his body.       

    It must have been an extremely cool scene when Jesus 

bowed his head and prayed to God the Father about Lazarus, 

for the benefit of those standing there, then He faced the tomb 

and said in a loud voice, ñLazarus, Come out!ò  And Lazarus 

came out.  But you know what will be cooler?  When Jesus 

comes again on the Last Day and says to all of us who believe 

in Him, Come out!  And we will.  Jesus said: ñDo not be 

amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 

graves will hear his voice and come outéò (John 5:28-29)  

But in the meantime Jesus calls us to live in the victory of His 

resurrection today.   

   Having received the healing and forgiving touch of Christ, 

may you forever see yourself as a Lazarus in this picture, 

following your Lord and Savior Jesus, taking your life from 

His life and living in the victory He came to win.   
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